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". . for thou hast magnified thy word above all thy name." (Ps. 138:2)
This statement that God makes about His Word says volumes about the value He has placed upon His writ​ten Word. Every name that is found in the Bible to describe the many facets of God's relationship to man and His tender care toward man must take second place to the priceless importance of His Word. It is said of men of great character many times that, "His word is his bond," and so this verse says of God. If His Word be not true, or cannot be depended upon, then God is nothing more than a ghost and the Christian is nothing inore than a fool. But, if God's Word has the power, authority, and veracity that it claims to have, then, our God is grander and more magnifi​cent than human words can describe and the Christian is richer than all the gold and gems the universe can offer in comparison.

When the translators of the King James
Bible began their grand tact, pvery translator understood that they were undertaking a proj​ect of eternal consequence. This Book that they were handling was not just any book. It was a volume whose truths could mean the bliss of damnation of its readers. This Book would be the epic that revealed to mankind the love no man can comprehend and the sacrifice that none, but a Saviour can give. It would be the Door to salvation and the warn​ing to the unbeliever and rebellious. All that could be truthfully said about our Creator and His Son was enclosed in this volume. This was their conviction.
The translation of 1611 had an introduc​tion entitled, THE TRANSLATORS TO THE READER. This is where we find the value that the translators placed upon the veracity and importance of the Scripture. This is what they wrote about the reading of the Word of God:
"But now what piety without truth? What truth (what saving truth) without the word of God? What word of God (whereof we may be sure) without the Scripture? The Scrip​tures we are commanded to search. (John 5:39; Isaiah 8:20) They are commended that searched and studied them. (Acts 17:11 and 8:28,29) They are reproved that were unskill​ful in them, or alow to bc-licvc them. (Mat​thew 22:29; Luke 24:25) They can make us wise unto salvation. (II Timothy 3:15) If we be ignorant, they will instruct us; if out of the way, they will bring us home; if out of order, they will reform us; if in heaviness, comforl us; if dull, quicken us; if cold, inflame us. Tolle, lege; tolle, lege; Take up and read, take up and read the Scriptures..."
The 54 scholars who translated the scrip​tures were actually in awe at the privilege of putting the Word of God into the English language. Thus, they approached the work as they would approach no other task of trans​lation. It was with this mindset and convic​tion that the greatest volume in the English language was produced this side of the Holy Spirit's inspiration of the Apostles.
In the 19th Century, two Anglican prel​ates came on the scene whose views of the Word of God, and, the King James Bible in particular, were quite opposite of the views of the men who translated the King James Bible. They came with all the subtlety of the serpent in the Garden of Eden and with the treachery of Jehudi and his penknife. Drs. Westcott and Hort accomplished the undermining of the Textus Receptus and have forever changed the way that Christian educators handle the issue uf the Oieek and Hebrew manuscripts.
Fenton John Anthony Hort was born April 23, 1828, in Dublin, Ireland, the oldest of five children. He was raised by a Christian mother who was a student of the Bible and a firm believer in the fundamentals of the faith. Although not much is said about his father, we do know that he was educated at Westmin​ster School and Trinity College, Cambridge, where he obtained a scholarship. Dr. Fenton J.A. Hort, as a child, was reared under the tutelage of the Word of God. In comparison to his mother, Dr. Hort's beliefs were on the other side of the spectrum in the matters of faith. It prompted his mother to write,".. .we must think often of the many mansions of our Heavenly Father's House, and, my darling, how happy it will be of we all meet there; not one missing, of all our household." (Letter to Arthur Josiah Hort from his mother, Septem​ber 18th, 1840.)
It is also said in the Life and Letters of Fenton John Anthony Hort about Dr. Hort's opposing Christian views to that of his mother, "She was unable to enter into his theological views.. .thus, pathetically enough, there came to be a barrier between mother and son." (Life and Letters of Fenton John Anthony Hort, Vol. 1, p. 7) Dr. Hort was the main opponent to the Textus Receptus and the leading proponent of the heretical Alexandrian texts1. He was the developer of the method of textual criticism2 that undermines the Majority Text3 and exalts the critical text that is the basis for the Revised Version of the Bible.
Brooke Foss Westcott was born in Bir​mingham, England on January 12, 1825. He was the only surviving child of his parents, his father being a geologist, who excelled in botany. He graduated from Cambridge in 1848. Both Hort and Westcott taught at Cam​bridge. Other than their work on the Revised Version, their professorships at Cambridge are what they are best known for.
In his early days, Hort is known to have had a hatred for the texts from which the King James Bible was translated. He wrote to a friend in 1851 when he was only 23 years old, "I had no idea till the last few weeks of the importance of texts, having read so little Greek Testament, and dragged on with the villainous Textus Receptus, . . Think of the vile Textus Receptus leaning entirely on the late MSS4; it is a blessing that there are such early ones." (Letter to Reverend John Ellerton, December 29th & 30th, 1851, Life and Letters of Fenton John Anthony Hort, Vol. l,p.211)
His open animosity for the manuscripts from which the King James Bible was written was due to the fact that there were other older manuscripts, which he believed were closer to the originals. The fact that the older manu​scripts were incomplete, questionable, and unreliable, at best, apparently made no differ​ence to Dr. Hort. From his relatively young days he set out devise a theory that would permit the use of these older manuscripts. Coupled with some very strange religious and philosophical beliefs, these two Cambridge professors were about to help give the Eng​lish-speaking people Bible translations that the de>vil himself must be proud of.
Both Wescott and Hort were prolific writ​ers. Along with their biographies, which their sons wrote, and which consist mainly of let​ters and correspondence with those whom Westcott and Hort were acquainted, they also wrote various commentaries, essays, and analyses on various books of the Bible and doctrinal subjects. Through these writings we have been able to establish their heretical beliefs, their disdain for fundamental Chris​tianity, and their pathetic disrespect for the Words of God.
The following quotes were written over a 43-year period of the adult lives of Westcott and Hort:
SALVATION
"Can I claim the name of a believer?" (Nov. 1847, Life and Letters of Brooke Foss Westcott, Vol. 1, p. 92)
". . .but that simple faith and obedience which so many enjoy, I fear will never be mine." (Jan. 1848, AW.)
"The fact is, I do not see how God's justice can be satisfied without every man suffering in his own person the full penalty for his sins" (Nov. 1849, Life and Letters of Fenton John Anthony Hort, Vol. 1, p. 120) This is part of the Catholic teaching of penance.
"E.g. the facts recorded in the Bible seem to me to show that it is not unjust (1) that the innocent should suffer, and (2) that the suf​fering of the innocent should be the benefit of the guilty. . .1 confess I have no repugnance to the primitive doctrine of a ransom paid to • Satan.. .But I can see no other possible form in which the doctrine of a ransom is at all tenable; anything is better than the notion of a ransom paid to the Father." (Aug. 1860, Ibid, pp. 427-428)
"Certainly nothing can be more unscrip-tural than the modern limiting of Christ's bearing our sins and sufferings to His death; but indeed that is only one aspect of an almost universal heresy." (Oct. 1860,/iW.,p.430)
". . .we maintain 'Baptismal Regenera​tion' as the most important of doctrines. . ." (July 1848, Ibid, p. 76)
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BIBLE
"Our Bible as well as our Faith is a mere compromise." (Westcott, On the Canon of the New Testament: A General Survey, p. vii)
"No one now, I suppose, holds that the first three chapters of Genesis, for example, give a literal history - I could never under​stand how any one reading them with open eyes could think they did. . ." (March 1890, Life and Letters of Brooke Foss Westcott, Vol. 2, p. 69)
"I am inclined to think that no such state as 'Eden' (I mean the popular notion) ever existed, and that Adam's fall in no degree dif​fered from the fall of each of his descendants. .." (Life and Letters of Fenton John Anthony Hort, Vol. 1, p. 78)
"(Hebrews 1:2) in the prophets.. In what​ever way God made Himself known to them, they were His messengers, INSPIRED by His Spirit, not in their words only but as men..." (Hort, The Epistle to the Hebrews: The Greek Text with Notes and Essays, p. 6) This heresy teaches that the men were inspired and not the words. This allows for the authors to become the editors in chief of God's Word.
Nowhere in their extensive writings do Westcott and Hort defend or teach the inspi​ration and preservation of God's Word. This low view of God's Word opened the door for these two to add and remove verses at a whim. The Bible becomes just another book that came from some old dusty manuscripts found in the Middle East. This is exactly how Westcott and Hort handled what they had of the Bible; no inspiration, no preservation, nei​ther power nor authority.
MARY WORSHIP AND CATHOLICISM
"I have been persuaded of many years that Mary-worship and 'Jesus' worship have very much in common in their results " (Oct. 1865, Life andLetters of 'Fenton John Anthony Hort, Vol. 2, p. 50) "Still we dare not forsake the Sacraments, or God will forsake us."
"I am a staunch sacredotalist5, and there is not much profit in arguing about first prin​ciple." (Ibid, p. 86)
"After leaving the monastery we shaped our course to a little oratory6 which we dis​covered on the summit of a neighboring hill.. It is very small, with one kneeling place; and behind a screen was a 'Pieta'7 the size of life I could not help thinking on the fallen gran​deur of the Romish Church, on her zeal even in error, on her earnestness and self-devotion, which we might, with nobler views and a purer end, strive to imitate. Had I been alone I could have knelt there for hours." (1847, Letter to Westcott's fiance', Life and Letters of Brooke Foss Westcott, Vol. 1, p. 80)
"The face of the Virgin is unspeakably beautiful. I looked till the lip seemed to trem​ble with intensity of feeling," (Ibid., p.183) This is what Westcott claimed to see when he looked on a portrait of the Sistine Madonna.
It is worthy of note that for many years, and sadly, even to this day, fundamental Bible colleges in America defended these two Mary worshippers as being saved, orthodox, conservative Bible scholars! The writings of these men leave no doubt as to their position and condition in reference to their salvation.
RACISM
" [Slavery].. .1 hate it more for its influence on the whites than on the niggers themselves. . .they have shown themselves only as an immeasurably inferior race, just human and no more, their religion frothy and sensuous, their highest virtues those of a good New​foundland dog." (Sept. 1862, Life and Letters ofFenton John Anthony Hort, Vol. 1, p. 458) "I care more for England and for Europe than for America, how much more than for all the niggers in the world." (Ibid. p. 459)
Westcott called Africans, Hindus, and Muslims "childlike races." (G.A. Riplinger, New Age Bible Versions, p. 589)
Westcott belonged to a group called the "Ghostly Guild." This group spent their time in holding seances and looking for unsettled spirits in "haunted houses." One of the more prominent members was Madame Helen Bla-vatsky. She was then the editor of Lucifer magazine. Madame Blavatsky wrote, "Man​kind is obviously divided into God-informed men and lower human creatures. The intellec​tual differences between the Arian and others is inexplicable on any other grounds. No amount of culture could raise such specimens as the Bushmen, the Veddas of Ceylon, and some African tribes to the same intellectual level as the Arian." Westcott and Hort were holding hands with Madame Blavatsky at the same time they were working on the transla​tion of the Bible, their white supremacy con​tinued on to the time of Hitler and his Arian henchmen Rudolph and Girhard Kittel.
Tragically, preachers, both black and white, use the New International Versions to champion the cause of civil rights. All the while, the King James Bible, which breaks down the barriers of racism, is largely shunned and ignored in the name of having a Bible that is supposedly "easier to under​stand and read." The Bible that Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. often quoted was translated by the likes of men who used racial slurs for the black man and compared him to a race of "lower human creatures." AMERICA AND CAPITALISM
"Whatever people may say to the contrary, the American empire is a standing menace to the whole civilization of Europe, and sooner or later one or the other must perish." (Life and Letters of Fenton John Anthony Hort, Vol. 1, p. 459) "The American empire seems to me mainly an embodiment of American doctrine, its leading principle being lawless force. Surely, if every Babylon or Rome were rightly cursed, it cannot be wrong to be sure and pray from the bottom of one's heart that the American Union may be shivered to pieces." (Sept. 1862, Ibid) This was written during the Civil War. It was the desire of Hort that the Civil War would dissolve the United States.
"I can only say that is was through the region of pure politics that I "myself approached Communism." (Ibid., p. 138) "I cannot at present see any objection to a limit being placed by the State upon the amount of property which any one person may pos​sess, or even sumptuary laws of various kinds; on such points we might learn from the Romans." (Ibid., p. 140) "I would say that the co-operative principle is a better and a might​ier than the competitive principle; for I know no meaning for the competitive principle but a rivalry, a jealous selfish rivalry, of interests." (Ibid., p. 141)
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"I suppose I am a communist by nature.. ." (Life and Letters of Brooke Foss Westcott, Vol. l,p. 309) "In the later years of this Harrow residence my father was very full of the idea of a 'Coenobium8.' Every form of luxury was to him abhorrent, and he viewed with alarm the increasing tendency amongst all classes of society to encourage extravagant display and wasteful self-indulgence." (Ibid., p. 263) This comment was made by Westcott's son about his father's preoccupation with communal life.
"[Coenobium]. . .It would consist pri​marily of an association of families bound together by common principles of living, of work, of devotion, subject during the time of voluntary cooperation to central control, and united by definite obligations." (Ibid., p. 264)
It is reported that on his deathbed Hort requested to read a copy of the book, Ivan-hoe. We shouldn't by surprised at this odd request. Had he read the Bible, no doubt the Holy Spirit would have reminded him of the deplorable condition of his soul. Surely, the text these two men created and the transla​tions that descended from it, have left the Christian community in as dangerous and deplorable a condition.
We are now found in the unique position of preaching to congregations who claim an unwavering faith in the Word of God and yet these same congregations haven't got a clue as to the origins of the Scripture. Worse yet, they don't even realize there are translations that teach salvation by works, white suprem​acy, and cast doubt on the truthfulness of our God. These "Bibles" give us a Jesus that was not virgin born, a God who is now claimed to be a "she," and have declared homosexuality as not being a sinful practice.
"I suppose I am a communist by nature.. ." (Life and Letters of Brooke Foss Westcott, Vol. l,p. 309) "In the later years of this Harrow residence my father was very full of the idea of a 'Coenobium8.' Every form of luxury was to him abhorrent, and he viewed with alarm the increasing tendency amongst all classes of society to encourage extravagant display and wasteful self-indulgence." (Ibid., p. 263) This comment was made by Westcott's son about his father's preoccupation with communal life.
"[Coenobium]. . .It would consist pri​marily of an association of families bound together by common principles of living, of work, of devotion, subject during the time of voluntary cooperation to central control, and united by definite obligations." (Ibid., p. 264)
It is reported that on his deathbed Hort requested to read a copy of the book, Ivan-hoe. We shouldn't by surprised at this odd request. Had he read the Bible, no doubt the Holy Spirit would have reminded him of the deplorable condition of his soul. Surely, the text these two men created and the transla​tions that descended from it, have left the Christian community in as dangerous and deplorable a condition.
We are now found in the unique position of preaching to congregations who claim an unwavering faith in the Word of God and yet these same congregations haven't got a clue as to the origins of the Scripture. Worse yet, they don't even realize there are translations that teach salvation by works, white suprem​acy, and cast doubt on the truthfulness of our God. These "Bibles" give us a Jesus that was not virgin born, a God who is now claimed to be a "she," and have declared homosexuality as not being a sinful practice.
It behooves every Bible college, every Baptist church, and every pastor to declare and teach the great danger in accepting these false bibles. All Bible colleges should develop and adopt a course of lessons that expose the heresies of Westcott and Hort and their tex​tual criticism. This is the only way we will see the tide turn back to a people who honor the God-given text that gave America her revivals and led to the greatest soul-winning churches since the days of the apostles.
The best way to summarize the activities of Westcott and Hort is found in the closing remarks of a lengthy letter to a Mr. A. Macmillan written by Hort on November 25th, 1862, "…I have no scruples - Ever affection​ately yours, F. J.A. Hort."
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