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Sept. 24, 2008

Dear Dr. Schaap,


Although I have never had the privilege of meeting you, I feel that we are friends in the Lord, since I have prayed daily for you for many years. Words cannot express how highly I esteem the work of First Baptist and Hyles-Anderson College. Its preaching, methods, and manners have been held up to my daughter as THE best example of true Christianity on the planet. My daughter keeps your book, Dating with a Purpose, close at hand. Where would Christianity be without you all? I have benefited very much from your articles in Christian Womanhood! Thank you for sharing your expertise on relationships with all of us. 

Thank you also for your too generous gift of books and the honorarium. We have all learned about generosity from the best teacher and example, First Baptist of Hammond. Your associates who came have that wonderful grace, shared only by those who are in association with you and Dr. Hyles― so rare outside of your fellowship. We all learn, not only by your teaching, but also by the your example. 
The wonderful example of Christianity which you have shown gave me something to point to when raising my daughter. I will be eternally grateful and indebted to you. I hope to return the favor and share my small area of experience in the remainder of this letter. 

Thank you for the copy of, Where are we Going!” I had received calls from many of your closest friends asking me to, ‘please help our dear brother Schaap get out of the hot water (boiling oil!) his new book’s discussion of the “KJV Controversy” has generated. I have refrained, not wanting to be a busybody in other men’s matters. I have turned down their suggestions which seemed could be somewhat embarrassing to you. I had decided to steer clear of the issue, and merely pray that if I could be a help to you in any way, YOU would contact me. The Lord intervened and sent your fine men directly to my home with piles of questions and with a copy of the book. 

I understand fully why you say that the King James Bible is not inspired: 
1.) Typos and spelling variants have occurred and still occur.

2.) Its word choices do not match the definitions in Greek and Hebrew lexicons and editions.
3.) Seminary textbooks give a linear representation (i.e.  Inspiration,  Preservation)
4.) God has not told exactly how he deals with this in the minutiae.
5.) The “base,” “foolish” and “weak” things of this world, which he has chosen “to confound the wise,” are just that― base and foolish. 
6.) Translators of new vernacular editions are told to work from the Greek and Hebrew


I have been working on a book for many years which is just about complete; it is called Hazardous Materials: Greek and Hebrew Study Dangers, the Voice of Strangers, Burning Bibles Word By Word. It answers all of those questions with documentation reaching 1,200 pages. I realize however that there is little chance that a man as busy as you are will be able to find the time to read it or my earlier book, In Awe of Thy Word. With many prayers however I have included the entire rough working manuscripts of this upcoming book in two distinct black vinyl notebooks (Vol. 1 and Vol. 2) and a CD-Rom format. The question about the basis for new translations is answered in the chapter, “The Scriptures to All Nations” and corroborated by the other chapters which demonstrate the heretical beliefs of the authors of all lexicons and all printed and digital Greek and Hebrew editions. The chapter, the “Wobbly Unorthodox Greek Orthodox Crutch” answers more. The chapters exposing Strong’s Lexicon, Thayer’s Lexicon, and the final ones on Gesenius, Brown, Driver, and Briggs Hebrew Lexicon will be a help. Each chapter demonstrates why the aforementioned six reasons can be swept away with the turn of a page. Only one other person has seen this manuscript; they hold a position similar to yours with a very high profile and international influence. The book caused them to have an 180 degree turn around, which will effect scores of thousands of people in the coming years. (I trust that my efforts to help you will be reciprocated by your reserving comments about the manuscript to me alone, until it is available to the public. Actually, I had promised the rough manuscript to Phil Pins quite some time ago, to give him a jump start on clearing the shelves, so that when the book comes out no one can use it to point a finger at my friends at Hyles-Anderson or First Baptist. Could you give him this copy when you are finished or make a copy for him?)

Considering your time constraints, I have enclosed in a black spiral bound folio a print-out of one chapter from my incomplete manuscript.  It is a chapter called The Seven Infallible Proofs of the Inspiration of the King James Bible. (I sense you are “wincing” already.) I guarantee you have never read anything like it before― particularly its dealing with the Greek root ‘pneuma’ seen in 2 Tim. 3:16 or its history of the views on inspiration. Since you have taken the bull by the horns on this issue, you might be my best sounding board, in pointing out to me confidentially why any of its proofs fail to convince you― before it goes to press the first of the year. I trust your view of inspiration is merely a ‘textbook hangover,’ which is somewhat semantic and can easily be washed away by the word of God itself. I am sure that you do not have an ulterior motive, like some, who say that the KJB is not inspired, just so that they can ‘correct’ it, re-translate words or update it. (A certain society had just such a plan.) Your view of inspiration contains the standard textbook disjuncture between Inspiration and Preservation; this was first introduced by B.B. Warfield. As the enclosed chapter will demonstrate, the Bible’s usage and definition of the key words in 2 Tim. 3:16 will not allow the notion that “inspiration” of “All scripture” is reserved to the original. We are born again by this word which “liveth and abideth forever.” Not just in heaven, “But the word of the Lord endureth for ever. And this is the word which by the gospel is preached unto you” (1 Peter 1:25). A mummy is preserved, but he is not alive to generate a new birth.


Your “Jack Schaap Answers” Open Letter was also passed on to me for a ‘response.’  I did not respond, but will give you privately in this letter my thoughts. It says, the KJV was not “spoken by God.” Herein is the straw man. For the KJB to be inspired it is not necessary that God speak; it was merely the still small voice of the Spirit speaking to men’s hearts as he does today.  (Might you be getting the idea of ‘spake’ from 2 Pet. 1:21? Notice that there the men did the speaking; they were merely “moved by the Holy Ghost.” God is not referred to as the speaker, just the ‘mover.’ Also the verse is more specifically about what they “spake,” not what they wrote.  The article’s definition of the Greek word places the verse on the wrong foundation. The word (pneuma) is never translated as “breathed.” Around 322 times it is translated as spirit or Ghost. The definition “God-breathed” is no doubt from James Strong, a member of the Westcott-Hort committee and the ASV committee. He secularized the definitions of Bible words [breath is tangible; Spirit is not]. I have devoted the second chapter of my accompanying book to him; it is included in the notebook. We have a Holy Bible, not a ‘Holy Lexicon.’ The root pneuma means ‘spirit’ according to the Bible. In other words, ‘All scripture is given by God’s spirit.’ God’s spirit has never stopped striving with man, drawing man, and teaching man. Just as the “Spirit of God moved upon…” in Gen. 1:2, so the Spirit of God moved upon the translation of the Bible. He said in 1 Cor. 14:21 that “with men of other tongues and other lips will I speak…saith the Lord.” God does not need a translator; he does speak other tongues. The article asks, Why did it take 7 years with godly translators? The same reason it takes hours to do a bus route. We are co-laborours with God. But only the Spirit can convict of sin (through the word) and only the Spirit can give the new birth after a man receives him. Jesus said the words that I speak unto you “they are spirit.” The confusion is in the use of the word “as,” where the article says, “inspired by God as were the originals.” The dramatic speaking of God to man in an audible voice in the Old Testament is not necessarily how he dictated the scriptures, in either the Old or New Testaments. At times he told some to write what he said aloud, but this is not always the case. Dreams and visions and going to the third heaven will not explain the content of all of the scriptures.


The article used the past tense phrases “was spoken,” “were given,” “was given,” and “were given.”  Then it says, “When I hear, “The KJV is inspired, I wince.” However the Bible says in 2 Tim. 3:16, “is given.” We all know that the word ‘is’ does not occur in the Greek. All Bibles, good and bad, must insert the word ‘is’ somewhere to make a complete sentence. Only the KJB uses italics to show this. However the construction would never allow a past tense, ‘was’ or ‘were,’ to be introduced. Even the liberals know this cannot be done. The word ‘given’ implies a continuous process. The article then continues with the past tense “was given,”  “God spoke,” “God spoke,” “were inspired,” “gave,” and “was inspired.” However, the Bible says, “All scripture is given by inspiration of God…” The wince evoking word “is” comes from phrase, “is given by inspiration.” 

Your new book inferred that it was heresy to believe that the Bible is inspired. Yet the Open Letter says that you sometimes may say, “I believe the Bible is the inspired Word of God…” You say that this phrasing is acceptable, but only for the “the common man.” You used this accommodation at Youth Conference this Summer. Why would you preach something, even to the common man, you thought to be heresy?  The Open Letter’s beginning statement, that the ‘Bible is inspired,’ could be likened, by those like myself who value words, to political rhetoric, like Clinton’s evasion about what a certain word meant. What does the word ‘Bible’ mean. It means ‘the originals’ to few if any. Words should communicate to the receiver.

The section, ‘The KJV Controversy,’ in Where Are We Going? indicates that the KJB issue is a distraction. I realize that God has rightly not called you full-time to this arena. But the Bible and those who corrupt it could never be a distraction. It is the very foundation of what he has called you to― preaching the Bible, teaching the Bible, and winning souls with the Bible. What do men preach; Jesus said, “preach the word…” After forty years of new versions, we find that basic doctrines, based on new versions omissions, are being questioned. Ryrie’s Bible School textbook, Basic Theology, now says that one cannot ‘proof’ text the Deity of Christ or the Trinity using the Bible! My book New Age Bible Versions demonstrated that the NIV and NASB omitted the Deity of Christ and the Trinity and such textbooks evidence the fruit of those rotten versions. 

“The KJV Controversy” indicates that the KJV movement has done no good; all remain on the same side on which they began. You have been busy doing wonderful things for God, while in the last 15 years a day has not passed by that we haven’t been contacted by at least 30 people who were NIV Charismatics and are now KJB Baptists because of our material or someone else’s. The owner of the exclusive video rights to the NIV gave them up and lost millions. The founder of the CEV trashed it. Even the apostates Mac Arthur and Stanley have moved from the NASB and the critical text to the NKJV and the majority text. My books and materials have sold well over a million copies, but not to our crowd, but to baby Christians who were lost in some wacko church and were led by their new conviction about the KJB to a Baptist church because they were the only ones who used a KJB.  Talk about numbers. People are confused doctrinally because of the new versions. We can scarcely bring them over to our doctrine and mode of separation without the straight ruler of the KJB. A review of New Age Bible Versions will clarify that the heresies and compromises rampant in ‘Christianity’ today found their impetus in the new version. If the coming generation of Fundamentalists is not taught to tremble at the word (Holy Bible), but instead is taught to tremble at the myriad of private interpretations in lexicons, we will lose it all. The new versions took their words from just such lexicons. So when one defines a word using a lexicon, one is replacing the KJB word with the NIV or NKJV word. One cannot be a KJV man if he carries a KJB, but defines its word with the very words in a modern version.

I appreciate your time in reading this letter as I realize what a tremendous burden you carry and how precious your time is. Should you have any questions, please feel free to call. I have left no stone unturned, working 12 hours per day for the last 20 years examining this issue. 

I esteem the Schaaps “very highly in love for their work’s sake.” You have no idea the high regard I hold for you all. It is that love that impels me to ‘Do the Hard Thing’ and tell you my concerns, hoping that you too will ‘Do the Hard Thing’ and admit that you were wrong. Only a hard heart would prevent that. But my love for you constrains me to warn you that men who are still your close friends and are still going to be speakers at Pastor’s School  in 2009 are planning to jump ship after giving you a good measure of “space” to understand this issue. Your closest circle of friends is afraid to tell you that they are very unhappy about this new view of the KJB. This is not a trickle but a ground swell that could sink all of your wonderful work. Please let me know as soon as the light comes on about inspiration, so that I can assure callers that you truly do believe that the KJB is inspired. We want to continue recommending Hyles-Anderson. I would strongly suggest removing that section (“The KJV Controversy”) from future printings and making a public statement indicating that the issue has now been ‘clarified’ for you. God sometimes does send strong delusion; he will share his glory with no one. When Gideon had too many men, he thinned the ranks. I will be praying that my beloved First Baptist and our crowning Pastor’s School are not subject to such a diminution. You will remain daily in my prayers and always my friend.
Fellowservant,

Dr. Gail Riplinger

2 Thes. 3:1
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