OPEN LETTER TO DR. SCHAAP
By Dr. Jeffrey J. Fugate

(*All page numbers listed are referring to the book by Dr. Schaap entitled, Where Are We Going?)
Dr. Schaap,
I have written this letter in response to five events that have taken place:
1. Your book, Where are we going?, was distributed to all of the delegates at the Pastor's School of 2008. On Tuesday
morning you taught from the portion of the book in which you discuss the "distractions" to church growth. Your teaching of
the book, and the book itself, brought some serious questions to my mind as to where you stood on the King James Bible. At
that time, I dismissed my concerns by assuming your teaching was a very mis-worded attempt to get men back to the work
of soul winning.
2. In November of this year (2008), a professor from Hyles-Anderson College was teaching at our college (Commonwealth
Baptist College) here in Lexington. His subject had nothing to do with theology, but in the middle of that lecture he began
to give quotes and phrases from your book, Where are we going?. He said, "Don't be foolish enough to let someone tell
you that this King James Bible is the Inspired Word of God".
3. On Saturday, November 22, we spoke twice on the telephone in regards to the above situation and the King James Bible
issue. In talking to you I had hoped that there was, once again, a misunderstanding of words and that we believed alike.
4. In light of these events, I then re-read your book, Where are we going?.
5. I listened to your sermon, "Inspiration and Preservation", which was preached on Sunday evening, November 23, 2008. In the sermon, you stated that anyone who uses the word inspired with the King James Bible was ignorant and deceptive. This is more than semantics. I should not have to work to believe a Baptist preacher of your stature believes that the King James Bible is the inspired, preserved Word of God!
Let me deal with several issues in more detail:
1. In your book, Where Are We Going?, you say that fighting for the KJB was and is a distraction from church growth, (p. 84)
"Allow me to wade into a treacherous stream with strong currents and multiple hidden dangers; however, it is one that illustrates well the distractions that have hurt the Independent Baptist church-growth movement. The King James Bible issue is a good example of what sidetracked many Fundamental Independent Baptists." (Quoted from p. 84 of Where Are We Going?)
When you think of what happened through the 70's, 80's, 90's and up to now we have had an onslaught of new Bible versions thrown at us. Often we have made the statement that you could belong to a "Bible of the Month Club" because there were so many new Bible versions. These new versions coming into the church were all so very corrupt! They were like the damnable heresy of Legalism that came into the church at Galatia against which Paul had to take a stand!
Our preaching about the King James Bible was a warning to people about these new Bible versions. It also warned them not to use one of these corrupt Bibles and to stay with God's preserved Word. Had we not fought for the King James Bible, studied and worked, where would we be today?

Dr. Hyles made it a great issue at Pastors' School one year and had a preacher named Al Lacey teach and preach about this! He also honored Dr. Gail Riplinger and promoted her books on the subject of the King James Bible. These books continue to be a great source of information and instruction. I believe that taking a stand for the King James Bible may have been what has preserved our nation for these years!
2. While re-reading your book, Where are we going?, the whole idea, philosophy, and motives of "mega-church" really concerned me.
I am not against a church growing to be a large size, but if we are not careful we will let our goal become the building of a mega-church at any costs (I think this has happened all across America.). If I have to choose between being a mega-church or holding to the truth of the KJB and dress standards and other stands, then I will choose to stand for the truth!
Many men pastor in rural and small towns that cannot build a church of 500, let alone a church of thousands. I do not see one good thing in America that has resulted from the mega-church mentality or movement. We have seen a continual move toward liberalism in every area of the church (no matter what its size may be) which has been led by the mega-church movement.
The mega-church has not affected our culture in a spiritual or positive way at all. In my opinion, it has aided to the fall of our American culture by accepting worldliness and bringing it into the church. They have legitimized rock music and worldly dress. Very few of the mega-churches will preach the Gospel since most of them do not get involved with anything controversial. Their goal is not to be salt and light to the world but to build a mega-church!
We do have some large churches that are fundamental and strong, but in these cases it was not the pastor's motive to build a mega-church. Their motive was simply to labor hard in the work and will of God. In my experience, travel and observation, it is the church from size 100 to 600 that affects its community the most. They have not lost their zeal. They are not afraid to take a stand for fear of losing members or money. I am not promoting that churches work to be this size, but I am promoting that churches do not lose their "first love" or lose their zeal to stand for truth and right and win souls to Christ. It is obvious from history that God has used, and is using, churches of all sizes whether they are small or large.
3. If fighting for the King James Bible was a distraction, then I wonder about dress standards?
If the King James Bible was such a distraction from growth, will dress standards be the next thing about which you will chide and fuss at pastors? Will you tell them that women wearing pants is not such a big issue? Will you tell them that dress standards in general are not important? You know that Fundamental Baptist Churches have had more people to leave over dress standards than the King James Bible by far!
The church is not to work to make "followers" but to make "disciples" (Luke 14:25-33). The Lord Jesus was not satisfied with a multitude of followers. He desired that these followers would become disciples, servants, and workers for Him.

Bill Hybels himself said this year that they have failed in their model of church. He said that they have produced followers but have not produced disciples.1 Our goal in church work is not simply to gather the biggest crowd for sake of numbers, but it is to gather the biggest crowd so we can preach to them the Word of God in order that they may be saved, baptized and become disciples of the Lord Jesus Christ.
4. I am amazed that you would, in any way, commend a church like the Saddleback Church and Rick Warren. (p.59)
"Pastor Rick Warren of mega church fame proclaims, 'It's all about Jesus Christ.' 
Pastor Warren built his church in contrast to the fact that 7,000 churches in his own 
denomination (SBC) did not have one convert walk the aisle. The fact that he or others 
choose to use rock 'n' roll music or another version of the Bible is certainly a valid point
of contention and one which many Fundamental Baptists, including me, would caution 

         as problematic for a man who claims he wants to be both Biblical and relevant; however, 
a Baptist church isn 't blessed simply because Fundamental music or the King James Bible 
is used. A church is blessed when it promotes Jesus Christ!" (Quoted from p. 59 of Where 
Are We Going?)
It just amazed me that you would, in any way, commend a church like the Saddleback Community Church as a model for church growth. Saddleback is a church that desires to see all churches come together in Ecuminicism - including atheists according to Rick Warren's words.2 It is a church that is not Baptist. Saddleback Church may say that they lift up Christ, but their definition of this does not match the Word of God!
You say that the Lord commended the church of Thyatira though they had many faults and a woman preacher, which I think is a stretch here. (p. 58)
"Yes, there are churches that are large and growing and preach a false gospel, but also believe 
there are churches which follow contemporary models that have the blessings of God as well.

Allow me to explain. In Revelation 2:18-29, Jesus personally addresses a very hard-working 
church that is growing and has numerous faults. It is the church of Thyatira. I believe this passage describes many of today's large, contemporary church models.
The church in Thyatira was commended by Jesus for its works, but it was warned to change   several significant matters, lest the church see its 'children' die. The implication is profound.        This growing church did not have a Biblical model that allowed the next generation to            sustain its growth. Growth at the expense of the next generation — my, how that describes        what is happening today in many large churches. The contemporary tools that brought the crowds into the auditorium allowed the teaching pastor to present the Gospel, but beyond the hearers getting saved, they have received relatively little sound Biblical indoctrination.             And the result is that many of that younger generation are leaving those churches, looking for something else.
One can argue that if a church uses the 'wrong' Bible, people cannot truly be saved.        Practically, that is just plain bogus. Multitudes of us King James believers have used a          variety of translations while out soul winning to bring people to Jesus. I have won many    Catholics using their own Douay Version. And so have many of you reading this book.                    I have done the same for Jehovah's Witnesses using their own New World Translation. I                 am a strong believer in the incorruptible seed (please see my booklet, Why Stand Against             the King James Bible?), but practically I believe that I can win a soul to Christ without                  his seeing a Bible. It is the truth, not a version, that makes them free.
Again, one can argue that many of these churches today are corrupting the Gospel. Well,              the Gospel is clearly defined in 1 Corinthians 15:1-4, 'Moreover, brethren, I declare             unto you the gospel which I preached unto you, which also ye have received, and wherein              ye stand; By which also ye are saved, if ye keep in memory what I preached unto you, unless          ye have believed in vain. For I delivered unto you first of all that which I also received,           how that Christ died for our sins according to the scriptures; And that he was buried, and           that he rose again the third day according to the scriptures.' The Gospel is the death, burial          and resurrection of Jesus Christ.
I believe that when a church exalts Jesus Christ as the Son of the Living God and explains         the Gospel and makes much of Jesus, God will 'draw all men' unto Him. Those who magnify Jesus find favor with God in spite of the issues that may prevent them from having sustained growth after a generation. Thyatira had many faults, including immorality, a female minister and the 'depths of Satan,' but God still commended them for their abundant works of church growth. Thyatira sounds like a culturally sensitive church model; nonetheless, God said, I know thy works, and charity, and service, and faith, and thy patience, and thy works; and the last to be more than the first.' (Revelation 2:19)
I believe it would be wise for critical Independent Baptist to cast the beam out of their own   eyes and set their churches in order according to the Biblical model rather than to scorn those who are exalting Jesus but do not follow completely the correct model. Worse still, some    are abandoning the Biblical model and following these 'Thyatiran' church models." (Quoted from p. 58-59 of Where Are We Going?)
Why would you stop at this point and be positive in any way? Why did you not say what God told them in the following verses of that passage in Revelation? 
Revelation 2:21-25
And I gave her space to repent of her fornication; and she repented not. Behold, I will cast           her into a bed, and them that commit adultery with her into great tribulation, except they         repent of their deeds. And I will kill her children with death; and all the churches shall know      that I am he which searcheth the reins and hearts: and I will give unto every one of you       according to your works. But unto you I say, and unto the rest in Thyatira, as many as have           not this doctrine, and which have not known the depths of Satan, as they speak; I will put            upon you none other burden. But that which ye have already hold fast till I come.
From reading the next paragraph, where you commend the Saddleback Church, it seems that we are to think that the church of Thyatira was okay but just a little "off model". God was in a killing mood over this church's behavior! You then proceed to chide pastors for taking a stand and preaching against these kinds of things by saying that they should "... get the beam out of their own eyes and set their churches in order!" (p. 59). You chide good pastors rather than scorning those pastors and churches that are "exalting Jesus" as they use versions other than the King James Bible and play rock music in their churches! You have got to be kidding! The Bible teaches us to not only win people to Christ and disciple them, but it also teaches us to preach against those people that would bring these things into the church! God had just warned the Thyatira church that he was going to kill them, and you do not want us to preach against that same behavior in our churches today?!
When I read this I think of my father who was a wonderful country preacher! I think of the many, many preachers that I preach for across the country today that firmly take a stand not only for truth and right but also against modernism, liberalism and worldliness! We learned this from preachers like John the Baptist, Peter, James, Paul, the Old Testament Prophets and modern day preachers of this generation and past generations - men like Frank Norris, Jack Hyles, Lee Roberson, Tom Malone and many others. This is the kind of preacher I am!
May I add that my taking a stand against "worship leaders" who look like country music stars, church buildings that look like theatres instead of churches, and music that makes happy rather than holy has not hurt our church! Grant it, we may have more people in church if I did not take these stands, but I would also have trouble and fear that God would remove His hand of blessings and power. It did not hurt Dr. Hyles either! We have grown an average of 100 members per year for 17 years by taking this kind of a stand. This past fall we averaged over 1,800, and in the past 10 years we have helped, in some way, to start 20 churches!
You are more positive and supportive about the church at Thyatira and Rick Warren than you are of old-fashioned, firestorm, window-rattlin' preachers! You should not make preachers ashamed of taking a stand. You should encourage them to keep on preaching! Young pastors will read your book and think, "While these modern methods may not be the best model, they are alright because it brings growth, and they are exalting Christ." Nonsense! Poppycock!
By the way, because a dead possum or deer beside the road in the hot sun is bigger today than it was 3 days ago does not mean it has grown - it means it has swollen! It is dead and rotting just like many of the mega-churches today! You give me preachers who will take a stand against rock music, perverted Bibles, and liberalism any day!
5. While you work to assure the reader of your book that you are a King James man, you say nothing positive about the King James Bible!
Your book is filled with negatives, ridicule and slander about the King James Bible. It seems you say so many negative things that you even have to assure yourself that you still use the King James Bible. Here are some examples of the negative things you say about the King James Bible:
A.
You say that the King James Bible had "more than 20,000 errors of spelling...." (p. 85)
"Now, for you technical worriers out there, we understand that there were more than                  20,000 errors of spelling and typesetting in the first edition of the 1611 King James Bible."    (Quoted from p. 85 of Where Are We Going?)
The errors of spelling and typesetting in the first edition of the 1611 King James Bible only number in the hundreds. The number 20,000 does not apply to errors of spelling and typesetting in the first edition of the 1611 King James Bible. Even King James Bible critics admit this (see David Norton, A Textual History of the King James Bible, Cambridge University Press, 2005, p. 167-172). No scholar uses the word "errors" when referring to evolving changes in orthography and typography.
B. You say that King James killed Baptists, (p. 53)
"There are also those men we hold high with respect, and yet they murdered and             tortured our Baptist forefathers. Four such men include Martin Luther, John Calvin,              John Winthrop, and yes, even King James." (Quoted from p. 53 of Where Are We Going?)
This is not only another negative statement in an effort to seemingly demean King James, but it is also just downright not true! This is a lie that you have repeated from those that hate the King James Bible! This is the language of the enemy, not one that should be working to strengthen people's faith in God's perfect Bible!
C. You mention that you have a pamphlet entitled, "Why Stand Against the King James Bible", (p.
58)
"I am a strong believer in the incorruptible seed (please see my booklet, Why Stand Against                         the King James Bible ?), but practically I believe that I can win a soul to Christ without his       seeing a Bible. " (Quoted from p. 58 of Where Are We Going?)
I have never read nor seen this pamphlet, but what do you think anyone is supposed to think about you and your position on the King James Bible to even mention this? Do you have such a pamphlet? Do you teach in some way to stand against the King James Bible? Perhaps, I am totally misunderstanding this, and I hope that I am.
D.
You use the words "foolishness" and "barbarism" to describe those who have defended the King James Bible, (p. 84,86)
"Because of the amount of 'foolishness' being bantered about on this subject by                careless Bible students, such as teaching that the King James Version is inspired..."           (Quoted from p. 84 of Where Are We Going?)
"...a multitude of younger pastors who had been looking to us for a role model and             leadership but became confused and disenchanted with our near barbarism."                         (Quoted from p. 86 of Where Are We Going?)
Admittedly, there are some that have had a wrong disposition in their defense of the King James Bible. There are also those that have taken a stand that goes to the right - such as saying that you must be saved by the King James Bible or you are a two-fold child of Hell. However, I will guarantee you that there is a greater need to take a stand for the King James Bible because of the enemies that are printing perverted Bibles than there is a need to stand against the very few that may go to the right on this matter!
I would rather have someone that is too zealous for God's Word than someone that sows seeds of doubt about God's Word. I am not for wrong either way, but I would be quicker to criticize someone for being negative about God's Word than for being over-zealous! I will take men like the Apostle Peter, who was often over-zealous, over a Rick Warren.
E.
You say that it is deceptive and ignorant to teach that the King James Bible is inspired. ("Inspiration and Preservation," sermon, Sunday, November 23,2008)
"...we become confused when that word inspired is used by these ignorant or deceptive      teachers when applied to the KJV. I believe the KJV was not given by inspiration. It was        given by hard work and diligent labor, and I believe that work was providentially superintended by God and that the KJV is the preserved Word of God, as the Scriptures    promised that God would preserve His words." (Quote taken from "Inspiration and   Preservation," sermon, Sunday, November 23, 2008)
I believe that my King James Bible is inspired! If you think it is heretical to say that the King James Bible is inspired then there are many heretics, including myself and the preachers I have already named in this letter. Can you say that men like Bob Jones, Sr, Jack Hyles, and others were stating heresy when they said it was inspired?
Inspiration is more than a method. Inspiration means that the Spirit of God is within the words. The Bible says, "All scripture is given by inspiration…"! It does not say "was" but "is"! You can call me "ignorant", "naive", "rat in the woodpile", "uneducated" or anything else you want, but I am in good company.
You always use the word inspiration in the past tense, (i.e. "was given"). That is not what the Bible says. The Bible says, "...is given by inspiration..."  In saying this, you cannot deny that you believe that the Originals were inspired but not the Bible we have today. Inspiration means that my Bible is alive! It lost nothing in preservation -including inspiration!
You try to say that people who believe the King James Bible is inspired believe in "double inspiration." My answer is, "The Bible never died! It did not need to be inspired again! If it 'was' inspired then it 'is' inspired." John 6:63 proclaims "... the words that I speak unto you, they are spirit, and they are life." 1 Peter 1:23 heralds, "... the word of God, which liveth and abideth for ever."
If you cannot say that your Bible is inspired (not because it was inspired again but because it never lost its inspiration) then you must conclude that only the Originals are inspired. Inspiration without preservation means nothing! Preservation without inspiration means nothing! This is not a matter of semantics. This is a matter of getting it right!
I have never heard a Baptist preacher say they have a "word of knowledge" (p. 85). Never! Perhaps you have. I do not think this danger exists, but perhaps you have heard this. I have heard some Charismatics say this, but we do not listen to them anyway. They are off on every major Bible doctrine. They would not be right even if they had the Originals!
F.   You say "there are nearly two dozen various KJV editions in this country, with more than 100 variant
readings." ("Inspiration and Preservation," sermon, Sunday, November 23,2008)
"At this present time, there are nearly two dozen various KJV editions in this country,                with more than 100 variant readings." (Quote taken from "Inspiration and Preservation,"      sermon, Sunday, November 23, 2008)
I am aware that there are some differences of spelling in some and that we should use the correct one, but I would like to see the list of the "nearly two dozen" different King James Bibles. Once again, however, you cast clouds of doubt over the King James Bible. Why do you work so hard to do this?
G.   You say that God's Word does not need defending, (p. 86)
"... our near barbarism. Cursing, swearing, name calling, and character assassination           were all considered fair play in order to 'defend God's Word.'
But God's Word did not need defending; it needed obedience. If we had used the King James    Version to build strong, soul-winning, thoroughly indoctrinated churches, our works            would have been all the answer that was needed. " (Quoted from p. 86 of Where Are We Going?)
What were preachers supposed to do when their people were going to book stores to buy Bibles and they were getting everything from the New International Version to the Reader's Digest Version? If preachers had not taken a firm stand for truth then we would be in an absolute mess today concerning the Bible!
The Bible tells me to reprove, rebuke and exhort. We are to admonish and warn! We are to cry aloud against transgressions and sins!
I do agree that we are not just to defend and polish the weapon, but we are to use it. But make no mistake, we are also supposed to defend and contend for the faith!
H. You quote Dr. John Rice as saying that we are to "...Be a Fundamentalist, But Not a Nut", (p. 44)
"While Dr. Rice clearly linked the term Fundamentalism to vigorously defending the      faith and to aggressive soul winning, he also wrote a chapter entitled 'Be a Fundamentalist, But Not a Nut' in which he commented on the King James-only position and describes preaching for Dr. Harry Ironside at the famous Moody Church of Chicago." (Quoted from p. 44 of Where Are We Going?)
After you give this quote by Dr. Rice you give the example of being a King James only person. Why would you put something like that in a book if you do not want preachers to think that they are a nut if they believe the King James Bible is THE Word of God? Dr. Rice was the preacher who preached the sermon, "Bobbed Hair, Bossy Wives and Women Preachers!" If I am a nut for taking a King James Bible only position - then call me a nut!
6. You said to me on the telephone that you would not listen to a woman, such as Gail Riplinger, and learn theology from a woman.
Gail Riplinger is a woman who holds an honorary doctorate from Hyles-Anderson College for her work on the KJB. You sell or did sell her books in the Hyles-Anderson College bookstore.
You did send four of your men to meet with her for four hours to get her opinion about your teaching. I have a question here, "Had she agreed with your uninspired opinion of the King James Bible would you have quoted her?"
In light of these things, it appears to me that you are moving to the left of the stand we, as Fundamentalists, have taken for these many years. I am not interested in moving to the left in any way. I want to remain firm in my positions on the King James Bible and our Baptist Heritage. I will remain firm in my position on music that is Christ honoring and godly. I will continue to take a stand against perverted Bible versions, rock music, immodest dress and ecumenicism. I believe that it is time to take a difficult but necessary stand against this movement to the left. I will not be speaking at Pastor's School 2009 nor attending.

I will be praying that you will recognize that your influence is strong and that you will use it to strengthen that which remains rather than weaken it.
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