Dear Friends of the King James Bible,

I trusted Christ at home at age 11 on a Sunday night after church. Pastor Marvin Owen preached a red-hot sermon on Hell. I went home that night and told my mother that I was going to Hell. My mama began to weep and said, “Son you don’t have to go to Hell. Go into your room and ask Christ to save you!” I did trust Christ that night in my bedroom. 

My mama was the one who influenced me the most in my early days of salvation. We had one set of Scriptures in our home and that was the King James Bible. I was unaware of other so-called Bibles. I attended a public school in Galesburg, Michigan and the King James was the only Bible that was used in assemblies and graduations. 

I attended Michigan State University in Lansing, Michigan, from 1963 to 1967.  This was the first time I was confronted with the validity of the Scriptures. I was told there were no absolutes in life and that every thing in life is relative. The Bible was mocked and derided. This is the first attack I recall on the Bible.

In 1972 I attended a SWORD OF THE LORD CONFERENCE ON SOUL WINNING AND REVIVAL at the Grace Baptist Church of South Bend, Indiana. Dr. Charles Davis was the pastor. I was a member of a church that was in the American Baptist denomination. 

I heard for the first time Dr. John R. Rice and Dr. Jack Hyles preach. It was an eye opener to say the least! At that SWORD CONFERENCE when the altar call was given I laid out prostrate at the altar weeping and asking God to please use me to win souls! I gave my life to Him for His service! Later on that year I went to hear Dr. Jim Vineyard preach at the Faith Baptist Church of Mattawan Michigan. He preached on the Bus Ministry and my heart was stirred and challenged. 

I was totally in the dark about the stature of Dr. Rice and Dr. Hyles. I was so dumb that I picked up the phone and called Dr. Rice at his home and asked him to advise me as to what to do now that I have given my life to Christ for His service. He recommended that I get my financial house in order and then resign my accounting job at General Motors Fisher Body Division and go to Hyles-Anderson College. 

During this time I became an avid and faithful listener to Evangelist Lester Roloff’s radio program. This was the first time I became aware of the fight for the King James Bible. I did not realize the deceitfulness of other so-called Bibles.

I attended Hyles-Anderson College in 1974 and graduated Suma Cum Laude with the first four-year class in 1976. My wife was the secretary for Dr. Wendell Evans and I was added to the college staff.  Dr. Hyles’ was going to departmentalize the college in those days and had asked me to head up the Bible Department. I agreed to do so. However, God had other plans and I accepted the call to be the pastor of the Faith Baptist Church of Bourbonnais, Illinois, where I served for four years before going to Longview, Texas, in 1980.

In those early days at HAC and while attending First Baptist Church there was a little rift with some Peter Ruckman followers and Brother Hyles very wisely handled the situation. However, I noticed a tendency to correct the Scriptures by Brother Hyles. It concerned me and so I had the privilege of conversing with Brother Roloff about my concerns. He very sternly and firmly let me know in no uncertain terms that Brother Hyles would land on his feet when it comes to the King James Bible. “Give him time!”

I graduated in 1976 from HAC and had the wonderful honor of preaching with Dr. Hyles for the first time at the Bethel Baptist Church in Memphis, Tennessee, in September of 1978. My good friend Dr. Roy Westmoreland pastored the church. Since that first time I preached with Brother Hyles at least once a month for 22 years including his last conference in Mexico. I like others asked him a million questions throughout the years. I observed him grow and embrace a firm position on the preserved inspiration of the King James Bible.

I asked him while on a trip to the Philippines about the use of some of his enemies his own books where statements were made that seemed contradictory to his current position. His response was a classic, “Brother Gray, some people grow and some people don’t.”

Brother Hyles made it clear before his death that the fight for the King James Bible would be the battle in the next ten years. I laughed inside when I heard him say that! I thought there is no way under Heaven that could happen! To me this lie had been exiled from fundamentalism. Wow, was I ever wrong!

I have been an ordained independent Baptist preacher for 37 years and have pastored for 33 years. I am shocked that we have to take a stand inside of fundamentalism for preserved inspiration of the King James Bible.

Our problem in 2009 is that this generation of fundamentalists has never seen a real liberal! We are so prone to trust our leaders that we check our brain at the front door. In my early days the liberals were the ones who said arrogantly to us, “In the Originals it says…” All of the so-called Bible versions came from this academic world of liberals. Now it appears that HAC is no different than Bob Jones University on this matter of inspiration of the originals only! I remember Brother Hyles ripping Steward Custer and now he might as well be put on the faculty of HAC!

We who believe in the preserved inspiration of the King James Bible do not believe in dual or double inspiration.  That is not at all our position. We just happen to believe that God is able to give each generation an inspired Bible. Typographical mistakes do not negate inspiration nor warrant uplifting corrupt versions!

Please may I remind you that the first shot was fired at Pastor’s School by Brother Schaap and not those who believe in preserved inspiration of the King James Bible? The name-calling came from the pulpit of Hammond, Indiana. We were called Catholics, heretics, cultish, ignorant clergy, old men, and dumb hillbillies. 

Then the emails started invading our local churches. The educators from Hammond started rebuking men of God. Hammond staff members called this an inquisition. All of a sudden we were accused of attacking Brother Schaap! When the letters and emails started coming back to Hammond complaining of this invasion into our local churches then they cried “We are an independent Baptist church stay out of our business.” Wow! Can you believe! They want our students. They hire our staff without talking to their pastors. They lure missionaries into their SBC structure of so-called “Team Missions” and then cry “We are independent stay out our business.” The arrogance is unsurpassed!

Now, they want us to look to Hammond for a pure Bible. We don’t have one but they do! This is the deed of the Nicolaitans all over again! The conquering of the laity by the clergy! 

Of course the spiel from Hammond is that Brother Schaap is being attacked like Brother Hyles was attacked. Sorry, that is an apples and oranges analogy! Brother Hyles was attacked for standing for the preserved inspiration of the King James Bible not for questioning the preserved inspiration of the King James Bible. 

Then we are told that the King James position Brother Hyles took was nothing but a diversion by Brother Hyles in order to deflect personal criticism. If Brother Hyles’ integrity is the question then you wonder what else will come from Hammond, Indiana, about Brother Hyles, especially since he is dead and cannot answer for him self. If things continue down the path, as it seems to me, in front of us it will not be long until the story from Hammond will be that they are sad to report that Brother Hyles was in reality guilty of immorality. Mark that one down! They seem to be obsessed with getting one up on Brother Hyles.

I am not going to fuss with you about whether your men cut their hair with a tapered cut or a block cut. I will not fuss with you about the style of music you prefer in your church. I am not concerned that much about your skits. That is your business! However, when you bring about doubt concerning my Bible and you want our young people to leave home and attend your church, now we really have something to talk about. Do not touch my Lord Jesus or His Word!

Now, comes the attack on Dr. Gail Riplinger. The word is out don’t you know she’s a woman! Of course you know we do not get our doctrine from a woman! We host and conduct Christian Womanhood Spectaculars, but there is never any doctrine taught at that meeting. Really? Apollos received his doctrine from a woman! Dr. Riplinger is a renowned linguist! IF this were true that Hammond does not receive her doctrine from a woman then why did Hammond fly four of their staff to counsel with Dr. Riplinger last year. WHY? If we do not get our doctrine from a mere woman then why spend God’s money flying half way across the country to ask her advice. The problem is she had the nerve to disagree with Hammond based on truth and not convenient academics. She has Hammond where the hair is short on this one and it hurts!

When THE VOICE came to our local church members it caused problems. This issue has split churches, families, and schools. When Brother Schaap printed that he was tired of others speaking for him and that he wanted to speak for him self and as a result we had in our hands a 16-page paper. The problem with this is on the second page he printed my name and the name of our college and proceeded to speak for others and me. It appears the same courtesy is not due others that Brother Schaap requires. It was not necessary to define preserved inspiration when TEXAS BAPTIST COLLEGE started. It was a given! Now, every one is scrambling to clarify that we believe in preserved inspiration of the King James Bible.

This past week in a letter from Brother Hooker he was extolling his mathematical background in order to convince every one that the end justifies the means via arriving at the number of man in the Bible-“6.” His subliminal Catholicism hint that his 100 hours of study, of the only two verses in the Scriptures that mention “inspiration” is supposed to cause one to trust his study. Which reminds me of the old story Brother Hyles used to tell of Father Murphy. This priest found one of his parishioners reading a Bible. He berated the man and concluded with his own illustration of “I am the milk man and I deliver the milk to you.” Upon hearing this, the man replied, “I have gotten saved and I now have my own cow to get milk from.”

Privately staff members are stating that they personally believe the King James Bible is inspired, but they refuse to come out of the closet. WHY? They fear for their families and jobs. This is a sad day! Oh yes my friend there is an inquisition, but its internal not external!

Sincerely for His Word,

Dr. Bob Gray Sr.
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